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1. What is sustainability appraisal? 
1.1 Cornwall Council is currently preparing a Climate Emergency Development Plan Document 

(DPD).  A sustainability appraisal (SA) has been undertaken to inform the development of the 

DPD. 

1.2 SA is a process that Local Planning Authorities such as Cornwall Council are legally bound to 

undertake for their Local Plan documents.  The SA has incorporated a strategic environmental 

assessment (SEA) process as required by the SEA Regulations.  Local Planning Authorities 

use SA to assess their plans against a set of sustainability objectives and the baseline 

developed in consultation with interested parties. The purpose of the appraisal is to help identify 

(and so be in a better position to avoid) negative environmental and socio-economic effects and 

identify opportunities to improve the environmental quality of Cornwall and the prosperity and 

quality of life of its residents through the DPD. 

1.3 This Non-Technical Summary accompanies the SA Report which is being consulted on 

alongside the Pre-Submission version of the Climate Emergency DPD.1 

2. Details of the Climate Emergency 
DPD 

2.1 In January 2019 Cornwall Council declared a climate emergency, with a view to recognising the 

need for urgent action to address the climate crisis.  In response to this, Cornwall Council 

approved in July 2019 the first version of a Climate Change Action Plan for Cornwall.2 

2.2 Included in the Action Plan was a commitment to prepare a Development Plan Document 

(DPD) to cover the issue of climate change.  DPDs, which form part of the Cornwall Local Plan, 

set out Cornwall Councilôs planning policies and proposals.  They are subject to community 

involvement, consultation and independent examination.  The Climate Emergency DPD is a 

statutory planning document that will become part of the Cornwall Local Plan upon adoption.  It 

will be used for decision making on development proposals and therefore must be developed in 

accordance with the appropriate regulations.  

2.3 The Climate Emergency DPD will complement the other DPDs which make up the Local Plan, 

including the Strategic Policies 2010 ï 20303 the Site Allocations DPD4 and the Minerals 

Safeguarding DPD5.  The development plan for Cornwall also includes ómadeô Neighbourhood 

Plans, which are used in decision making in the areas that they cover.    

2.4 Key information relating to the Climate Emergency DPD is presented in Table 1.1. 

  

 
1 Cornwall Council (February 2021) Climate Emergency Development Plan Document: Pre-Submission consultation 
2 Cornwall Council (July 2019) Carbon Neutral Cornwall: Climate emergency  
https://www.cornwall.gov.uk/environment-and-planning/climate-emergency/  
3 Cornwall Council (November 2016) Cornwall Local Plan: Strategic Policies 2010 ï 2030 
https://www.cornwall.gov.uk/media/22936789/adopted-local-plan-strategic-policies-2016.pdf 
4 Cornwall Council (November 2019) Cornwall Site Allocations Development Plan Document 
https://www.cornwall.gov.uk/media/38344158/allocations-dpd-full-doc-web.pdf 
5 Cornwall Council (December 2018) Minerals Safeguarding Development Plan Document 
https://www.cornwall.gov.uk/media/36180980/minerals-safeguarding-dpd-adoption-december-2018e.pdf 

https://www.cornwall.gov.uk/environment-and-planning/climate-emergency/
https://www.cornwall.gov.uk/media/22936789/adopted-local-plan-strategic-policies-2016.pdf
https://www.cornwall.gov.uk/media/38344158/allocations-dpd-full-doc-web.pdf
https://www.cornwall.gov.uk/media/36180980/minerals-safeguarding-dpd-adoption-december-2018e.pdf
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Table 2.1: Key facts relating to the Climate Emergency DPD  

  

Name of Responsible Authority Cornwall Council  

Title of Plan Cornwall Climate Emergency Development Plan Document 

(DPD) 

Subject Development plan document 

Purpose A DPD is a statutory planning document and the Climate 

Emergency DPD will become part of the Cornwall Local Plan 

upon adoption.  It will be used to inform decision making on 

development proposals. 

Timescale To 2030 

Area covered by the plan The DPD covers the area administrated by Cornwall Council. 

Summary of content The Climate Emergency DPD will set out the Councilôs planning 

approach to standards and expectations to deal with the 

mitigation of (and adaptation to) the impacts of climate change 

in Cornwall.  It will contain a series of policies to inform 

planning decisions, accompanied by a Policies Map. 

The DPD focuses on seven key themes: Natural Climate 

Solutions; Rural Development and Diversification; Town 

Centres, Design and Density; Sustainable Transport; 

Renewable Energy and Sustainable Construction; and Coastal 

Change and Flooding. 

Plan contact point Jaquie Stenson: Project Manager, Cornwall Council 

Tel: 01872 327954 

Email: Jaquie.Stenson@cornwall.gov.uk   

3. Structure of the SA Report / this 
Non-Technical Summary 

3.1 Sustainability Appraisal reporting essentially involves answering the following questions: 

1) What has plan preparation and SA involved up to this point?  

2) What are the appraisal findings at this current stage?  

3) What are the next steps? 

3.2 Each of these questions is answered in turn below.   

mailto:Jaquie.Stenson@cornwall.gov.uk
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4. What has plan preparation and SA 
involved up to this point? 

4.1 Figure 4.1 below summarises the key SA documents prepared to date in association with those 

of the Climate Emergency DPD. 

 

 

Figure 4.1 Key outputs of the Climate Emergency DPD and accompany SA process to 

date 

 

4.2 The key stages of the SA process undertaken prior to the current stage are described below. 
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The scope of the SA 
4.3 Scoping is the first stage in the SA process, and aims to: 

¶ Define the broader context for the DPD and associated SA through summarising the 

regulatory and legislative landscape; 

¶ Establish the baseline for the SA (i.e. the current and future situation in Cornwall in the 

absence of the DPD) in order to help identify the planôs likely significant effects; 

¶ Identify particular issues that should be a particular focus of the SA; and  

¶ Develop an SA framework comprising objectives and appraisal questions on the basis of 

the identified issues, which can then be used to appraise the plan. 

4.4 The scoping process was undertaken in early 2020 and is essentially reflected in a list of 

sustainability objectives and appraisal questions.  Taken together these objectives and 

appraisal questions, which are grouped by seven SA themes, indicate the parameters of the 

SA, and provide a framework for appraisal.  The SA Framework is presented in Table 2.1 of the 

main body of the SA Report.  

Appraisal of options for the Climate Emergency DPD 
4.5 A key element of the SA process to date has been the appraisal of óreasonable alternativesô for 

the DPD.  The SEA Regulations6 are not prescriptive as to what constitutes a reasonable 

alternative, stating only that the SA Report should present an appraisal of the óplan and 

reasonable alternatives taking into account the objectives and geographical scope of the planô.   

4.6 In developing reasonable alternatives for the SA, a central consideration has been with respect 

to the key policy choices being made for the DPD.  In this regard the Interim SA Report (August 

2020) appraised a range of options as reasonable alternatives, with a view to exploring the 

options with particular potential for significant environmental effects.  These appraisals were 

designed to inform plan makers and stakeholders on the relative sustainability merits of 

alternative approaches the DPD could take on various planning issues. 

4.7 The Interim SA Report is available to download at the following location: 

https://www.cornwall.gov.uk/media/44217776/sustainibility-appraisal.pdf  

4.8 To support the current Pre-Submission consultation, the options previously appraised have 

been further refined to reflect the findings of evidence base studies undertaken for the DPD 

which have been completed in the period since consultation in August 2020.  In addition, further 

sets of options relating to the spatial distribution of renewable energy provision in association 

with internationally and nationally designated landscapes in Cornwall have been appraised. 

4.9 The detail of these options, and their appraisal, is presented in Chapter 5 of the main body of 

the SA Report.  For each SA theme, a commentary on the likely effects is presented.  Options 

are also ranked numerically reflecting their relative sustainability performance, with ó1ô the most 

favourable ranking. 

4.10 A summary of the options, and appraisal rankings, is presented below. 

4.11 Chapter 6 of the main body of the SA Report explains Cornwall Councilôs reasons for choosing 

the preferred approaches for the DPD in light of the alternatives appraisal and other factors.

 
6 Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004 

https://www.cornwall.gov.uk/media/44217776/sustainibility-appraisal.pdf
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