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PUBLIC BUILDINGS (i)

1

C

Building Type Defining Characteristics
Some of the most architecturally significant and prominently located buildings in the town;
serving civic, educational and religious functions.

St Columb Major Town Hall (now Library)

Grouping

Usually detached buildings.

eaves heights. Typically two storeys high with
some double height spaces.

Position

Eaves

The main public buildings are usually located at
the town centre or in prominent locations (the
town hall in Newquay was originally located
in Central Square 2B).

Spacing

Buildings generally have a just a few metres
around them, but those on larger plots may have
up to about 15 metres to the next building along
the street frontage.

Plot width

Buildings range from about 8 to 25m wide
with between 2 and 5 metres either side to
the boundary.

Proportions

Plot depth

Buildings are typically 8 to 20 metres deep,
with between 0 and 8 metres at the front
sometimes. Often there is public space in
front of the building for gatherings and civic
functions.

Roof

Usually late roofs, the pitch dependent on the
architectural expression- often kept low to give
the cornice dominance but may be steeper
where the roof oversails. The silhouette may
be embellished with decorative ridge tiles and
finials are likely.

Doors

Main doors are prominently located, often
with dressed stone surrounds and sometimes
a porch. The main entrance is also likely
to be celebrated through detail and quality
materials such as panelled oak doors with
brass fittings.

Windows

Large painted timber windows with a simple
arrangement of glazing bars.

Walls

Set back from road

Typically less than 5 metres, although some
are as much as 15 metres.

Stone with bold stringcourses or decorative
head mouldings. Corners often strengthed
with granite quoins.

Proportions

Chimneys

Usually simple rectangular volumes with clear
proportions based on the square and derivative
rectangles. Although also occasionally more
pictureque compositions with gables and varied
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Usually a bold cornice

Tall and large of the same materials as used for
the walls, with elegant proportions, finished
with moulded capping or corbelled brick
detail.
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PUBLIC BUILDINGS (ii) Churches

Urban Churches

Parish Churches (also refer to B1)

Building Type Defining Characteristics

Grouping

Parish churches are visually distinct and
sited within their own grounds, but may have
church halls attached.
Urban churches may be built into the fabric
of the street.

Position
Claremont Methodist Church and Halls,
located on Beachfield Avenue. The church
follows the building line and is clearly visible
from the Town High Street (3B). It is built
from slate with bold granite details.

Parish churches usually near to the town
centre but within their own grounds.
Urban churches also located near the centre
commonly on the High Street just beyond
core commercial usage.
Parish churches are orientated on an eastwest axes, urban churches vary.

Spacing

Parish churches up to 30m to the next
buildings.
Urban churches may be built into a
continuous street elevation but often only
attached on one side, giving access to the
rear.
United Reformed Church at the corner of
the Town High Street (3B) (Bank Street) and
the Crescent. It is set at a slight angle to the
building line which gives it prominence and
a little extra space on the street. The corner
entrance is marked by a tower.

Building width

Parish churches from 16m to 21m.
Urban churches from 10m to 17m.

Building depth

Parish Churches from 25m to 36m.
Urban churches from 17m to 30m.

Set back from road

Diagrammatic elevation of St. Columb Minor Parish Church. The
tripartite end elevation expresses the cental nave with lower side
aisles.

Parish churches set back up to 36m from the
main road.
Urban churches often follow the building line
of the street and may be set on the pavement,
maximum 15m set back.

An alternative arrangement of the end elevation with the side aisles set
back giving prominence to the chancel which projects forward (as at
St. Michaels Church).

1
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Wesley Methodist Church on East Street, a
continuation of the Town High Street (3B). It
is set back 15m from the pavement, creating
a gathering space and giving the building a
feeling of repose. (The tower of St Michael's
Church is visible in the background).

Proportions

Church proportions usually follow a recognised
canon and the layout of the church takes into
consideration established church ritual. 'Sacred'
proportions are often implicit within the plans
sections and elevations. Common geometrical
figures include the circle, vesica pisces and
equilateral triangle.
The proportions of urban churches are more
likely to be compromised by constraints of
their sites.

Eaves

Usually simple eaves with granite cope stones
to gables. Sometimes, crenellated parapets for
towers and more important elements.

Roof

Slate roof at typically steep pitch of 45 degrees
or over. Decorative ridge tiles and finials. Lead
over flat areas.

Doors

The main entrance is prominent by design,
often with carved stone surrounds and
sometimes a porch.

Windows

Most churches have stone pointed-arch
windows, the main ones also with slender
stone tracery and leaded glass. Some simpler
churches and meeting rooms may have roundheaded windows.

Walls

Irregular coursed or horizontal and vertical
random rubble for the main elevations and
sometimes irregular random rubble for side
walls. Simple granite string courses and
dressed stone quoins and details.

Chimneys

Generally concealed where they are required to
avoid a utilitarian or domestic appearance.

The Most Holy Trinity Catholic Church

A delicately carved sundail over the entrance
porch at St Columb Minor

A small parish church- St Colan.
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Projection of the chancel beyond the side
aisles- St Michael's Church.

Halls behind the Wesley Methodist Church,
used for a wide variety of uses and with
private parking.

Granite corner detail

Granite string course- simple, bold moulding
(see Page 55).
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COMMERCIAL- PURPOSE BUILT

2
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Building Type Defining Characteristics

Buildings such as Public Houses, Inns, Banks, and Theatres.

Grouping

Typically one off buildings within longer rows
of Mixed-Use buildings (3C and 4C), or free
standing.

Position

Located on the Town and Village High Streets
(3B and 4B) or immediately off them, often
at the end of vistas and forming points of
orientation.

Spacing

When built as part of a street façade, they are
often slightly detached from the neighbouring
properties by up to 5.5m, as they are larger in
scale and importance.

Plot width

Typically 8m to 30m

Plot depth
Bank
A three storey bank building given
prominence at the end of a vista

Generally between 36m and 42.6m, with
service yards or parking behind with access at
the rear from a minor or service road.

Set back from road

Buildings either on back of pavement or set
back between 4.1 and 12m to create a forecourt
which could include seating or car parking.

Proportions

The scale is larger due to a higher eaves line
and wider building. This may contain one
large space, or up to three storeys. The basic
volume is generally a simple rectangle with a
hipped or pitched slate roof, with the longer
axis running parallel to the road, sometimes
with parapet walls. The buildings can have
decorative elements, but are often relatively
restrained.

Theatre (original function)
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Bank

Eaves

Range typically from 5.9m to 10.8m

Roof

Slate roofs at pitch of 30 to 40 degrees. Flat
roofs are in lead, and often concealed behind
parapet walls.

Doors

Only one door or set of doors placed centrally
on the front elevation, which are 1210mm to
2150mm wide. Doors can have a decorative
moulding or a canopy above.

Windows

Sash windows, with a simple arrangement
of glazing bars. Windows are generally in
the region of 1135mm wide, with heights of
1425mm to 2250mm most common. Windows
have an exposed brick or stone lintel above,
most commonly arched with a decorated
central keystone, and often contrasting
openings. Window boxes are common.

Walls

Stone (or rendered) with brick or stone quoins
on corners, and decorative mouldings. Often
painted clean pale colours. Signage is either
cut in the stone, or surface mounted, rectilinear
and normally a dark colour with simple white
(or pale) writing.

Chimneys

Where present, chimneys are tall and bold in
brick or rendered finish.

Inn
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MIXED USE- PURPOSE BUILT (i)
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Building Type Defining Characteristics

Purpose built units using the ground floor for retail and the first floor for office or residential
uses.

Grouping

Purpose Built (3C) and Modified Mixed Use
(4C) buildings are arranged together in terraces
of up to 17 units. Each unit is different to its
neighbours.

Position

Located on the Town and Village High Streets
(3B and 4B), and are particularly prominent
on corners and where the road changes
direction.

Spacing

Buildings are generally build boundary
to boundary and are set back only at road
junctions. Access routes between purpose
built units are rare.

Plot width

Plot depth

Some purpose built buildings are on infill
plots and can be as shallow as 6.8m with
buildings running from front to back. Where
larger buildings have been built over a number
of older plots, depth can be as much as 49m
from road to road, with the building filling the
whole plot.

Set back from road

Buildings on back of pavement

Proportions

The basic volume is a deep rectangle with
gabled slate roof at the façade, with the
longer axis running parallel to the road with
flat roofs or numerous perpendicular gabled
roofs behind. Dormers and gables are common
adding a third storey.

Many cover a number of older ‘residential
width’ plots, and while the plot width is
generally expressed in the bays of the building,
the overall widths can be from 6m to as much
as 21m.

Cast iron balustrade detail
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MIXED USE- PURPOSE BUILT (ii)

3
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Building Type Defining Characteristics

Eaves

Range typically from 6.9 to 8.3m at eaves, or
up to 10.8m at a parapet, so that although the
scale is larger than the adjacent residential and
Modified Mixed Use buildings (4C), they are
not incongruous.

Roof

Slate or tiled roofs at pitch of over 40 degrees.
Mansard roofs are common to give additional
space to the third storey. Flat roofs are also seen
regularly in lead, concealed behind parapet
walls. Decorative ridge tiles and finials are
common.

Doors

Generally large and glazed at ground floor with
plasters or canopies over. Doors to first floors
are on the road façade again with decorative
pilasters either side, and fanlights over.

Windows

Windows cont... First floor windows are
large, in softwood, with proportions often
based on a diagonal of 56 degrees (1:2). They
are generally sash windows, with a simple
arrangement of glazing bars. Windows are
most commonly in the region of 1115mm x
2100mm, surrounded by decorative mouldings,
lintels and a decorated central keystone.
Second floor windows are set in masonry
gables with decorative stone parapets, and
dormers are large square type with glazed or
masonry cheeks.

Walls

Stone, brick or rendered finish with decorative
stone quoins, window surrounds and mouldings
and terracotta decorative panels

Chimneys

Every other party wall where present at
all. Large slender chimneys with terracotta
detailing and numerous terracotta pots.

Large at ground floor level with decorative
surrounds in brick, stone or painted timber.

A oriel window and dormer above a shop.
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An imposing granite bank frontage with robust details. Part of a mixed use block.

A sophisticated corner entrance
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MIXED USE- MODIFIED

Two-Bay

Two-Bay

4
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Building Type Defining Characteristics

Double Fronted

Domestic properties that have had the ground floor converted for retail.

Grouping

Typically groups of between one and three
with Purpose Built Mixed Use buildings
(3C) between creating long varied terraces.
Each unit is different to its neighbours.

Position

Located on Town and Village High Streets
(3B and 4B).

Spacing

Access to service roads and yards between
terraces, typically 1.2m to 5.5m wide.

Plot width

Generally 5m to 12m wide, with buildings
running from boundary to boundary.

Plot depth

Ranging from approximately 17m to 31m,
with buildings often filling the plot from front
to back. Rear access can be provided from a
minor or service road.

Set back from road

Buildings are generally built on the back of
the pavement.

Proportions

The basic volume is a simple rectangle with
pitched slate roof, with the longer axis running
parallel to the road. This simple shape is
generally enlarged with the addition of wings
to the rear and sometimes dormer windows.
The scale is domestic.
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Eaves

Range typically from 5.5m to 8.5m

Roof

Slate roof, often with diminishing courses, at a
pitch of approximately 30 to 40 degrees.

Doors

Street front access is generally through large
glazed doors. Access to upper floors is at the
rear of the building, through a regular softwood
door.

Windows

Ground floors are largely glazed floor to
ceiling. First floor windows are often domestic
in size, in softwood, with proportions based on
a diagonal of 53 degrees (3:4) or 63 degrees (1:
2). They are either side hung casements or sash
windows, with a simple arrangement of glazing
bars. Windows are generally in the region of
1135mm wide, with heights of 1425mm to
2250mm being the most common. Some
retain bay windows on either one or both floors.
Windows have an exposed brick or stone lintel
above, most commonly arched with a decorated
central keystone. Where present, dormers are
small and simple with lead cheeks.

Walls

Stone or brick, often painted white or in bright
colours.

Chimneys

Usually arranged in groups along every other
party wall. Simple brick type, with chunky
squat proportions.
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RAILWAY STATIONS
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Building Type Defining Characteristics

A small branch line ran from the terminus to
the harbour

The viaduct prior to substantial reinforcement

A early stone built 'standard' Italianate station
building with a central two storey block and
a number of round arched windows.

Typical GWR signal boxes, of all timber or
timber and masonry construction, with similar
fenestration patterns and often slate roofs.

The existing Newquay station is a terminus, today greatly reduced in size and architectural interest.
The branch line buildings around Newquay display Great Western Railway characteristics and
standard components but adapted with local characteristics and materials.

Grouping

The terminus is now attached to the rear of
a small row of Mixed-Use Purpose Built
buildings (3C) originally there was an
Italianate stone station building parallel with
the track.

Position

A small stone building flanked by canopies.

A signal box with a rubble stone plinth.

Standard 'Pagoda' hut of 'crinkly tin', used to provide
additional shelter on long platforms or at unmanned
halts (small stations). Depth varies.

Spacing

Doors

Approximately 40m wide. The building
occupied about half of this with half as car
park.

Plot depth
A typical unmanned station 'halt'.

Varies considerably depending on how many
tracks there are, whether there are any goods
yards, sidings etc..

Set back from road

The station and its attached shops are set back
from the road forming a break in the street
enclosure. This forms a gathering space for
people to congregate either before or after
their train journey.

A typical GWR 'standard' station building (some components standard), brick built with stone dressings, hip roof and canopy.

Detail of decorative timber
valacancing with alternative
treatment of board ends.

Alternative canopy arrangements. In some instances the canopymay be carried round one end of the building. The canopies are supported by steel
brackets and trusses sometimes decorative) and where even greater projection is required intermediate cast iron columns may be used.
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Roof

Roofs of main buildings are usually of slate,
may have areas of glazing. Canopies are
usually of corrugated metal with continuous
areas of glazing. The edges of the canopies
are hemmed with timber valances to provide
additional shelter and decorative edges.

Plot width

An iron hut found at many locations and used for
purposes such as the storage of tools. Size varies.

The station is one tall to two storey. A suitable
eaves height would be 4m approx. for a single
storey. Often stone cornices with cast iron
gutters.

Hotels and Railway Forecourt (5B). The station
is on the edge of the Town High Street (3B),
close to Sea Front Streets (6B) in the band of
service industries between the commercial
centre and residential suburban areas.

The station plot has a car parking area
surrounded by warehouses and the police
station. There are other car parking areas
adjacent to the platform.

Newquay terminus prior to down-sizing

Eaves

Timber panelled doors. Main doors are doubles
and are located centrally.

Windows

Windows are may be of 'standard' components,
large, robust and often with arched heads.

Walls

Masonry for main buildings. Smaller areas
of masonry, timber and corrugated metal for
subsidiary structures.

Chimneys

Where present are of a level of detail consistent
with the ornamentation of the station as a
whole.

Bondaries and Fences

Often simple painted picket fences but also
post and wire, cast iron railings and sometimes
substantial rubble stone walls.

Proportions

Signage and Station Fixtures

A cluster of cottages either side of the railway
within the Growth Area.

The railway as it passes through the Growth
Area towards Newquay.

Often a simple single storey, hipped roof
building, one room deep and running parallel
with the track. Sometimes the single storey
range is broken by a two storey, gabled building
as with some of the Italianate designs.

Standard GWR
designs. White
sans-serrif raised
lettering on a
black background.
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HOTELS

Sea views from bedrooms with
often a verandah or conservatory
at ground floor.

6
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Building Type Defining Characteristics
There is a wide variety of scale and detail in the town's hotels, which are often
'landmark' buildings, however there are still a number of shared characteristics.
(Inns are illustrated separately under Commercial Buildings)
A 'palace fronted' hotel on raised ground
overlooking the golf course. Bay windows
at ground floor have been connected by a
partially glazed verandah.

Eaves

Position

Roof

Smaller hotels can be attached in groups up to
four, or in mixed blocks of hotels and houses.
The majority however, are detached.
The hotels are generally on the edge of the
town centre in the band of service industries
between the commercial centre and residential
suburban areas.

A typical large hotel, with forecourt formed
by projecting wings, close to the former
Great Western Railways train station.

Spacing

Projecting wings provide
shelter on arrival and
articulate the main entrance
through symmetry and
hierarchy.

Detached hotels have parking to the sides, and
gardens, so that the space between an urban
hotel and the next building is generally from
about 5m to about 25m. Attached hotels have
parking to the front.
A large hotel occupying one of the most
prominent sites in the town (regretably
unsympathetically altered).

Decorative ironwork canopy over the main
entrance.

Grouping

Plot width

Smaller hotels, typically 7.5m to 25m
Larger hotels, typically 50m to 225m

Plot depth

Typically From 40m to approximately 125m

Set back from road

Hotels are set back from the road forming a
break in the street enclosure (See also 5B,
Hotels and Railway Forecourts). This forms
a buffer zone between the busy roads and the
quiet hotel lobbies, so that there is a slowing of
pace as one approaches the hotel from the road.
This may only be a few metres on the smaller
hotels creating parking bays in front, or up to
about 17m on the larger hotels.

The larger hotels typically have 3 storeys below
the eaves and another one or two above. A
suitable eaves height would be about 12.5m.
Slate mansard roofs or lead flats behind parapet
walls. Decorative ridge tiles and finials.

Doors

Main entrances are very prominent and are
located centrally, with highly decorative carved
stone surrounds and sometimes a protective
overhanging walkway in glass and iron. Most
doors and windows have an exposed brick or
stone lintel above, most commonly horizontal
with a central keystone or decorative carved
head moulding.

Windows

Large painted softwood windows with a
common proportion of 1:2. They are sash
windows, with a simple arrangement of glazing
bars. Where present, dormers are large stone
structures, with decorative copings to the
façade or finials.

Walls

Stone or brick finish with a number of
mouldings and decorative string courses.

Chimneys

Tall large brick or rendered, finished with
moulding profiled capping and terracotta
pots.

Proportions

The basic volume is normally a rectangle or
box with the longer axis running parallel to the
road. This shape is added to with symmetrical
protruding wings to the front and back, which
can be simplified down to two "E" shapes
placed back-to-back. Each wing is then
decorated with gables and bays, dormers,
chimneys, towers, and conservatories are often
addded . The roofs are typically mansard type,
or of low pitch hidden behind parapet walls.

Typical 'tripartite' facade, composed of three main parts: two projecting wings and an
entrance bay in high relief. A glazed canopy with decorative ironwork links the two wings.
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VILLAS
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Building Type Defining Characteristics
Villas are larger 2 to 3 storey houses, often detached, on large, landscaped plots located further
out of town.

Grouping

Eaves

Position

Roof

Either detached or semi detached. Pairs tend
to be symmetrical.
Generally on primary roads with fine views
due to an elevated position and low density
development.

Spacing

Detached Villa

Paired Villa

The building is situated in the middle of
the plots with landscaping around. Spacing
between buildings ranging from 3.7m to over
30m.

Plot width

From 6.5m for urban semi-detached villas up
to 45m for rural detached villas

Plot depth

Typically 35m up to approximately 70m.

Set back from road

Typically 9m to 11m for urban villas and up to
45m for rural villas on larger plots, allowing a
‘buffer zone’ of landscaped gardens or parking
areas between main road and houses.

Typically boxed fascias, heights range from
6.2m to 6.5m
Slate roof at pitch of 40 to 45 degrees, with
decorative terracotta ridge tiles.

Doors

Tall in proportion with fan lights over so that the
door and window heads align horizontally.

Windows

Large softwood sashes generally in a 1:2
proportion with very simple glazing bars.

Walls

Stone or sometimes rendered finish with finely
cut stone quoins and often either terracotta or
stone decorative panels or string courses added.
Semi-detached villas have an upstanding party
wall above roof line with stone coping.

Chimneys

Tall brick chimneys with terracotta decorative
courses and pots.

Proportions

The basic volume is larger in scale than other
residential types, in the form of a simple
rectangle with pitched slate roof, with the
ridge running parallel to the road, with large
front bays with hipped or gabled roofs. Rear
wings enlarge the size of the property.
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Corner Villa

'Paired Villas'

Double Fronted Villa

Rectory
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