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Introduction
Welcome to the summer newsletter. There is so much going on!
Many of you will have seen the news of the Queens Green Canopy and the
recent announcement of the Plymouth and South Devon Community Forest –
great news. The Forest for Cornwall has been recognised in the recently
published England Tree Action Plan.
The really exciting part is, of course, what continues on the ground to meet
the climate challenge, support nature recovery and outcomes for us as
residents. There is a real increase in interest and activity. Thank you.
We have just launched the Landmark Tree Initiative and we hope this enable
communities to celebrate what is important to them through planting a tree
(or many!). We have a long history of planting trees in this manner and hope
we can create a future ‘canopy of community trees’.
Finally, please do let us know if you planted last winter, keep getting in touch

with your plans and share this newsletter with friends and colleagues.
Laura Jones
Forest for Cornwall Lead

New funding sources for tree planting
England Woodland Creation Offer launched
A new funding scheme to support woodland planting was launched on
9th June by Forestry Commission. The England Woodland Creation
Offer (EWCO) will fund tree planting on areas from 1 hectare in size, which
can be made up of smaller blocks of 0.1 hectares each. Funding will cover
up to 100% of costs, as well as 10 years of maintenance payments, making
it an attractive offer to give new woodlands a real boost. The scheme aims to
be flexible, with a range of planting supported including natural regeneration,
a rolling deadline for applications, and additional one off payments on top of
the planting costs for a range of public benefits – such as flood risk
prevention, public access or nature recovery gains.
You can apply for the Woodland Creation Planning Grant first, to help shape
your planting plans and farmers can continue to claim their Basic Payment
on planted areas which is an added benefit.
The EWCO is a welcome addition to a range of other grants out there to
support tree planting. Contact the Forest for Cornwall team if you are looking
plant on your land and if this grant scheme could be for you, and we can help
advise you how to get started. Please bear in mind that the application

process can take some time, so if you are planning to get planting this
winter, there’s no time like the present to get the process underway!

Close the Gap
The Tree Council's Community Hedge Fund is now open for applications. As
part of the Close the Gap programme, funded by the Green Recovery Fund, the
Community Hedge fund will award grants of up to £2,500 for volunteer Tree
Wardens and community groups to plant new hedgerows, hedgerow trees
and to gap up existing hedgerows in rural and urban areas across England
this winter. The deadline for applications is Sunday 8th August and trees
need to be planted between November 2021 and March 2022. Full details on
the Tree Council website.

Forest for My Place community events
As part of the Woodland Trust funded Forest for Cornwall - Forest for My
Place community activities we’re planning on running a series of bite sized
training sessions for communities and individuals interested in growing or
planting trees and woodlands but who need a bit of help with info or skills.
We’re still developing the programme but could include subjects from
planning your community woodland to community tree nurseries and caring
for trees. Keep an eye on the website for details or register an interest for
updates through our Contact us page.
Order your free Woodland Trust Community Tree Packs now! The Woodland
Trust are again giving away free trees to schools and communities, but you
need to order them ASAP to ensure you’ll receive them for planting this

winter as demand is likely to be high. If you like the idea of coordinating
orders for your community and acting as a delivery hub in the future for the
free tree packs then we’d like to hear from you so please contact us. For
additional sources of free trees please visit the free trees page on the Forest
for Cornwall website.

Celebrate with a Landmark Tree
The Forest for Cornwall with support from the Woodland Trust's Emergency

Tree Fund, is offering every community, via their parish or town council, a
celebratory Landmark Tree to plant this winter or next to celebrate a person,
place or event in their community and to capture and share those stories with
us.
Councils, or their nominated contact, can apply using the Let's Talk Cornwall
platform and a link has been sent to all the local Town and Parish councils.
The platform contains guidance and more information about the scheme.
Applications for this winter’s planting or to register an interest to plant a tree
next year need to be made by 9 am 2nd August (so we can order the trees).
We will notify applicants of the outcome at the end of September.
We’re suggesting a short list of tree species which should grow well in a
range of Cornish locations but requests for other species can be considered.
As part of this initiative we are extremely lucky to have 20 smaller, young oak
saplings grown from acorns of Cornwall’s oldest oak, the Darley Oak, which
is estimated to be between 500 and 900 years old. Communities can apply
for one of these as their landmark tree.
These celebratory landmark trees can be planted in support of the Queen’s
Green Canopy, the Plant for Our Planet or Countryfile’s Plant Britain initiatives or
the communities own plans.

Regular maintenance for healthy trees
Forest for Cornwall team member Matt Stroud has some tips on a good
quarterly maintenance routine for your new trees:
•

Check the condition of the tree, where the tree is dead, or where there
is evidence of mammal damage, make a note and arrange for a
replacement to be planted.

•

Inspect deer/livestock fencing for damage or breakages.

•

If individual tree guards are used then inspect guards and stakes for
breakages.

•

Check stability of the tree, where the tree is unstable re-firm its root
ball without compacting soil. Adjust stakes and ties as necessary to
ensure there is no longer any movement of the tree. If the tree is
unstable and the stake has broken replace stake and re-attach guard.
If the tie has broken then refix with new tie.

•

Keep on top of weed and try to maintain a circle 1m diameter around
the tree and if you used a mulch mat check it is still inhibiting weed
growth and replace if needed.

•

Walk round each tree and look into guard to ensure no weeds directly
competing with sapling – if so remove guard and weed the tree.

And a reminder for the trees during the summer months - keep an eye on
weather conditions – during particularly long dry spells trees may need
watering every 2 weeks (5L of water per tree per watering is a general
guide). Saturate the ground to ensure water soaks deep into the soil.

Private sector event success

We organised an event with the Forestry Commission in June to consider
incentives and barriers to woodland creation, with a chance for the
professionals involved in woodland creation in Cornwall to come together
and find out more about the new England Woodland Creation Offer and existing
Woodland Carbon Guarantee scheme and discuss issues around tree planting
in Cornwall.
These Private Sector partners are essential in delivering the vision for the
Forest for Cornwall, and we are lucky to have so many committed and
professional businesses in the area to support landowners and managers in
their woodland creation ambitions. Due to Covid rules, numbers were limited
to 30 professionals from the forestry, woodland and environmental
consultancy sectors. Nancarrow Farm’s wonderful open barn (and the good
weather) allowed space for presentations and networking, making for an
enjoyable and informative event – thanks to all who attended.
The presentations from the day are available on request.

Agroforestry in Cornwall - online event 19th
July
What is agroforestry, what can it do for me and how can I get started on my
farm? If these are questions you’re asking, then we have a date for your
diary. Join us on 19th July for an online event and Q&A session for farmers
and landowners on agroforestry. Log-on to find out more about the benefits
and get an introduction to the thinking behind planning an agroforestry
system. We’re planning for this event to be as interactive as possible, and

will present some worked examples from current field trials, with lots of time
for discussion and for the experts to take your questions.
Speakers/panel members will include Ben Raskin (Soil Association), Luke
Dale Harris (FWAG South West) and Mick Bracken from the Woodland Trust
– all well versed in trees and how to get them working for you on your land.
Bring your own experience and your questions for our panel of experts! We
look forward to kickstarting the discussion. Use this link to book your tickets
and for more information please contact us.
If there is a demand we are hoping to follow up this agroforestry event series
opener with a series of farm visits over the coming year to look at
agroforestry in all of its forms.

Community Tree Planting in Lanner
Lanner Parish Council has over the last year operated a tree planting
scheme in and around the village of Lanner. The planting was undertaken by
11 volunteers from the community all of whom were enthusiastic about being
part of the scheme. The participants ranged from children to older retired
members of the community. Over four days approximately 1500 trees were
planted on five sites including the Tresavean trail (part of the mineral
tramways trail), the Strawberry Fields playing field, and the new cemetery
extension. These three sites are either owned or managed by the parish
council. Two other sites owned or leased by a local charity, The Carn Marth
Trust (CMT), were also included in the scheme. One of the CMT sites had
been planted with whips about three years ago, some of these had died. This
was therefore a perfect opportunity to replace these and fill in any gaps.

The trees were whips approximately two years old supplied the Woodland
Trust and I Dig Trees. They came with bamboo support sticks and rabbit
guards. The trees were a mixture of deciduous native species, and these
were sorted for specific sites. The two CMT sites were particularly exposed,
so more wind tolerant species were planted on these sites. The plantings in
the cemetery extension were mainly hazel for screening together with 4
larger native oak specimen trees, which were funded with grant support from
the United Downs Geothermal Project (UDGP).
The pandemic threw our planting plans into confusion, but it was decided
that by operating in a COVID secure way and working as family or couple
bubbles we were able to continue. As we were outside and socially
distancing, face masks were not required at later events.
The feedback from the volunteers was amazing, everyone wanted to be
involved in future schemes and some have volunteered to help out with other
projects in the parish.
We plan to continue planting on these sites. We also hope to encourage
local residents and landowners to take trees for their land and with our
helpers we may be able to help those less able to plant on their properties.
Cllr Chris Bosworth

Making community support central to urban
spaces for nature

Forest for Cornwall is one of a number of projects working to provide a
greener and more resilient future for Cornwall. One of these projects is
Making Space for Nature and we are delighted to feature them in this issue of
the newsletter. We'll hand you over to the MSFN team to tell you more.

Read more

Tell us about your
tree planting
Over 149,000 trees have been
planted so far, an increase of
78,000 over the winter planting
season. Congratulations to all
involved!

Any trees planted in Cornwall since 1st September 2019, anywhere and by
anyone, can count towards the Forest for Cornwall. The Forest for Cornwall
aims to deliver a net gain in canopy cover over and above any replacement
of lost trees.

Please get in touch via the online contact form to let us know about any trees
going in the ground which you are happy to be counted towards the Forest
for Cornwall.

Contact us
If you have an enquiry, would like to let us know if you have planted any
trees, would like to help grow the Forest for Cornwall by providing land, trees
or volunteering to help plant trees, or need support for a planting project please get in touch. Please let us know what you are doing or planning to do
to contribute to the Forest for Cornwall. We look forward to hearing from you.

We hope you have found the latest edition of our newsletter interesting and
helpful. If you have received this newsletter from another source and would
like to keep up to date with the latest news, please sign up for the Forest for
Cornwall newsletter.
Kind regards,

Cornwall Council | Forest for Cornwall
www.cornwall.gov.uk/forestforcornwall
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