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DISCUSSION AND DETAILED POLICY DEVELOPMENT

The estuary mouth
settlements of
Polruan and Fowey
both have extensive
conservation areas
and high numbers of
listed buildings
clustered close to the
quayside areas (see
inset map, left). The
quays and harbours
themselves are
mostly listed
structures. The
docks area of Fowey
(inset photo, below)
is developing to meet
the needs of the remaining china clay industry and is now the main port used for the
onward transport of this material. There are generally acknowledged to be
significant social and commercial links between Fowey and the Settlements of Par
and St Austell in the adjacent PDZ3 to the west.
Information from Fowey Harbour Commissioners indicates that a certain amount of
dredged material (silt, sand, gravel) is removed from the harbour each year and
placed on local beaches (it is not specified which beaches). It is assumed that this
will continue whilst navigational channels are maintained in relation to commercial
use of the harbour. Areas of the foreshore are also owned by Fowey Harbour
Commissioners. Some evidence of new rock slides in Polysfoot Cave is also
reported.
The preferred plan for this
whole area is to continue with
a policy of hold the line, in
Fowey Docks
order to meet both socioeconomic and historic
objectives. It is felt to be the
most practical way of providing
effective flood and erosion risk
management to the
communities. A flood
alleviation study is currently
planned to be undertaken for
the Fowey and Polruan area by
Cornwall Council. The
economic appraisal for
Management Area 4 produced
a benefit to cost ration of 0.69
(as presented in the Economic Assessment Summary Table below and in Appendix
H). Whilst this below unity figure is a function of the long stretches of estuary side
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defence, it is likely that actual maintenance would not be required on all defences
con-currently and actual costs would be kept lower in this way,
Readymoney Cove to the immediate southwest of Fowey exhibits some tendency
toward erosion under a no active intervention scenario, which could impact locally
upon Readymoney Road and properties. There is a 70m section of seawall along
the north-eastern shoreline and a further 30m to the south west. These defences are
predominantly privately owned and maintained. This small area is part of the larger
Fowey conservation area and the preferred plan is to manage Readymoney Cove
under a hold the line approach in line with Fowey.

The natural, undefended cliffs and
coves of the open coast between
Pencarrow Head and Gribbin Head
were effectively assessed under a
do nothing policy in SMP1, and it
would continue to be the intention
of this plan to manage this section
under a no active intervention
policy.

Readymoney Cove

It is envisaged that the non-interventional
policy approach continues to include the
funding of a strategic coastal monitoring
programme, in order to inform future SMP
reviews and local strategies and studies.
Erosion is expected to be minimal along
these open coast areas, due to their
resistant geological characteristics,
however some beach recession and
erosion is anticipated at Polridmouth
and Coomb Hawne, with possible
damage/loss of Polridmouth Cottage and
the WWII Decoy Lake by 2105. The loss
of the Decoy Lake may, however, provide
Open coast cliffs at
Polruan
scope for UK BAP habitat creation in the
form of Coastal Saltmarsh. There are no
sections of the South West Coast Path thought to be at particular risk within this
management area.
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SUMMARY OF PREFERRED PLAN RECOMMENDATIONS AND JUSTIFICATION
PLAN:

Location reference:
Management Area reference:
Policy Development Zone:

Pencarrow Head to Gribbin Head
MA04
PDZ2

PREFERRED POLICY TO IMPLEMENT PLAN:

From present day
(0-20 years)
Medium term
(20-50 years)
Long term
(50 -100 years)

HTL at Fowey & Polruan, Maintain standard of protection to upper estuary
settlements, NAI along open coast undefended cliffs and coves
HTL at Fowey & Polruan, Maintain standard of protection to upper estuary
settlements, NAI along open coast undefended cliffs and coves
HTL at Fowey & Polruan, Maintain standard of protection to upper estuary
settlements, NAI along open coast undefended cliffs and coves

SUMMARY OF SPECIFIC POLICIES

Policy Unit

Policy Plan
2025
2055

Comment
Meet AONB, Heritage Coast and SSSI
NAI
NAI
NAI
objectives. Meet tourism objectives.
Accept erosion at Polridmouth
4.2
Polruan
Meet socio-economic and historic
HTL
HTL
HTL
objectives
4.3
Fowey
Meet socio-economic and historic
HTL
HTL
HTL
objectives
Key: HTL - Hold the Line, A - Advance the Line, NAI – No Active Intervention
MR – Managed Realignment
4.1

Undefended cliffs

2105

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT
Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA):
The long-term policy plan of HTL between Pencarrow Head to Gribbin Head will ensure the continued
protection of residential and commercial properties and assets along the frontages at Fowey & Polruan
and the following key features: Polruan Harbour; Polruan and Fowey Commercial Boatyards; Boat
mooring facilities at Fowey; Polruan Holidays (Caravan Site); Lerryn Bridge (SM); St Catherine'
S Castle
(SM); Fowey Blockhouse (SM); and Castle Remains at Harbour Mouth (LB).
The policy of HTL will allow for the continued protection of the conservation areas associated with
Bodinnick, Polruan and Fowey. A long-term policy of NAI is also to be implemented for this
management area which will ensure natural processes prevail essential for the biodiversity and
geological interests including Polruan to Polperro SAC/SSSI and various RIGS. However the policy of
NAI although promoting natural processes may impact upon the integrity of the saline pool habitats
located along the undefended sections of the coastline and the South West Coastal Path. Monitoring
should be undertaken.
Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA)
HTL policies are proposed at Polruan, Fowey, Readymoney Cove, Lerryn, and Lostwithiel.
These policy locations are an extensive distance (at least 15km) from all Sites with the exception of the
Polruan to Polperro SAC. However, no HTL policy occurs within this SAC, rather HTL at Polruan is the
closest to the Site boundary but would not result in indirect hydrodynamic effects that would affect the
Site features.
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IMPLICATION WITH RESPECT TO BUILT ENVIRONMENT
Economics Summary
Property

Potential NAI
Damages (£k
PV)
Preferred
Plan
Damages (£k
PV)
Benefits
of
preferred
plan (£k PV)
Costs
of
Implementing
plan £k PV

by 2025

by 2055

by
2105

Total £k PV

1195.4

2185.5

765.8

4146.7

597.7

340.0

266.6

1204.3

597.7

1845.5

499.2

2942.4

2120

1066

1060

4246

Benefit/Cost ratio
of preferred plan

0.69

Notes
B/C ratio below unity is a function of the long stretches of defence along the river
that need to be maintained. Full assessment will need to take account of traffic,
disruption and impact on local tourism economy.
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